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Senate
The Senate met at 8:59 a.m. and was

called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, infinite and eternal,
in Your being, wisdom, holiness, good-
ness, truth, and grace, we praise You
for Your providential care of this Na-
tion. We humbly accept Your sov-
ereignty over us and commit ourselves
to emulate Your justice and truth. You
know each of us completely. Your light
of truth exposes our inner selves: our
thoughts, feelings, and memories. We
can be unreservedly honest with You
for You know everything. Now, Father,
help us to be as open and honest with
each other. We commit ourselves to
mean what we say and to say what we
mean.

Thank You for the Senate and the
mutual trust the Senators share. Bless
them today as they work together.
May their differences be debated but
never divide them as people. Strength-
en their love for You and their loyalty
to America, enabling a oneness that
will inspire the citizens of this great
Nation. Through our Lord and Savior.
Amen.
f

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able acting majority leader, the Sen-
ator from Mississippi, is recognized.
f

SCHEDULE

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, at the
request of the majority leader, I am
pleased to announce that at 9:45 a.m.
this morning there will be a vote on
the cloture motion on the motion to
proceed to the consideration of the
missile defense bill, the American Mis-
sile Protection Act. The time between

now and 9:45 will be equally divided for
debate on that motion. I will be pleased
to control the time on the Republican
side of the aisle and the distinguished
Senator from Michigan, Senator LEVIN,
will control the time on the other side
in opposition.

The leader intends to resume consid-
eration, after this issue is completed,
of the Interior appropriations bill and,
further, at 4:30 p.m. today, the Senate
will begin 30 minutes of debate prior to
a cloture vote on the motion to proceed
to the bankruptcy bill. That vote is ex-
pected to occur at 5 p.m. Therefore,
Members should expect rollcall votes
throughout today’s session, with the
first vote occurring, as I said, at 9:45
this morning.
f

CONGRATULATING MARK McGWIRE
ON HIS HISTORIC 62ND HOME RUN

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I
think before we start debate on that
cloture motion, we should recognize
the tremendous accomplishment of
Mark McGwire who just broke Babe
Ruth’s home run record, Roger Maris’
home run record and any other record
that anyone has had for hitting home
runs. The fact is that this is something
we are all very happy to celebrate
today, and we join with all Americans
in congratulating Mark McGwire on
this magnificent accomplishment.
f

AMERICAN MISSILE PROTECTION
ACT OF 1998—MOTION TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. AL-
LARD). Under the previous order, there
will now be 45 minutes of debate on the
motion to proceed to S. 1873, the Amer-
ican Missile Protection Act of 1998.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, the
issue we are debating this morning is
not new to the Senate. In May of this
year, the Senate voted on a motion to
invoke cloture so that we could pro-
ceed to consider the American Missile

Protection Act. That motion was not
successful. The vote was 59 in favor and
41 against. Therefore, we fell one vote
short of invoking cloture so the Senate
could proceed to debate the American
Missile Protection Act.

We have another chance today, Mr.
President, to go on record in favor of
considering this bill. So it should be
put in context what we are voting for
and what we are not voting for. We are
not voting to pass the bill without any
debate. That is not the issue. We are
voting to proceed to consider the bill.
Now let us put in context what the
facts are today as compared with last
May when we fell just one vote short of
voting to consider this bill.

At the time we voted in May, India
had just tested—that very day—for the
second time, a nuclear weapons device.
We were not aware that India was
going to conduct that test. Our intel-
ligence community was surprised. All
the world was surprised.

We used that example to urge the
Senate to change our current policy on
national missile defense, because the
current policy is that we will make a
decision to deploy a national missile
defense system if we learn that some
nation has developed the capacity to
put us at risk, to threaten the security
of American citizens with a ballistic
missile system.

So the assumption is that our intel-
ligence community and our resources
for learning things like this are so so-
phisticated and so reliable that we will
be able to detect this, that we will have
an early warning, that we will be able
to know well in advance of any nation
having the capability of inflicting dam-
age or destruction on America’s soil,
through a ballistic missile system, in
enough time that we could deploy a na-
tional missile defense system.

Another consideration is that we
have not yet developed a national mis-
sile defense system. We have various
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